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We would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone attending the Society For Biomaterials 2021 Annual Meeting &
Exposition!

As we emerge from the cacophony of the global pandemic, what better place to gather as a community and explore the
many challenges facing the field of biomaterials research? This year’s program will focus on research that has direct patient
impact and many of the challenges facing new materials in garnering regulatory approval for clinical use. It will also include
discussing many of the issues facing the biomaterials community including COVID-related adjustments to education and
creating a more equitable environment in the biomaterials community and the STEM fields in general. We hope to realize
the vision for this meeting- Biomaterials Research: Hitting all the right notes and avoiding the translational blues!

We would like to particularly thank the members of the Program Committee- Danielle Benoit, Rebecca Carrier, Balakrishna
Haridas, Robert Hastings, Suping Lyu, Lakshmi S. Nair, Shelly Sakiyama-Elbert, Carl G Simon, Jr., Ankur Singh, and Cherie
Stabler— for all their efforts and forward thinking approach in these unprecedented times. We have been able to transition
and host this event virtually for the first time in SFB history! We are also grateful to the numerous individuals who have
worked to create each session, workshop, and panel, as well as those who dedicated time to reviewing abstracts. It is
through this process that we are best able to highlight the most exciting scientific findings each year and we are therefore
truly grateful for your efforts. Of course, we are especially appreciative of our generous sponsors and exhibitors, without
whom this meeting would not be possible.

Finally, we would like to give our thanks to you, the attendees of the first virtual 2021 Annual Meeting & Exposition! You
are the “musicians” of this meeting and we sincerely hope that you find that the program inspires further connections to
help guide your own journey while avoiding the pitfalls of the translational blues.
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